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Performance notes

During the Fixation, three distinct types of “fambora” technique are used:

1. Bar 87: When normal noteheads are indicated, the right hand thumb is placed perpendicular to the
strings and lightly strikes them just in front of the saddle. The result should be a soft 'thumping'
percussive effect.

2. Measure 88: When 'X' noteheads are indicated, the thumb (still perpendicular to the strings) strikes the
tailpiece of the bridge directly behind the saddle. The resulting sound should have more of a wooden
“knock” to it than the technique described above.

3. Measures 89-90: When empty, square noteheads are indicated under a tremolo, the right hand should be
slightly “fanned out” and placed perpendicular to the strings. In a quick oscillating motion at the wrist,
the thumb strikes the tailpiece of the bridge directly behind the saddle, and the “pinky” finger strikes the
top of the guitar where the top joins the back side of the instrument.

In all cases, the left hand fingers should remain depressed in the formation of the relevant chord, allowing it
to resonate freely throughout the tambora passages.

When dashed left hand slurs appear, such as in the example below, the finger remains depressed on the
indicated string until one arrives at the note which is connected by the slur. At this point, the finger is released,
causing the new note to sound. Consequently, the dashed slur affects only the two notes that it connects. All
other slurs retain their usual significance.
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